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After studying sociology, philosophy, psychology and history at Freiburg University, Germany, Frank
Welz taught and researched in Freiburg, Bielefeld, and, during shorter stays, in Onati/Spain, New Del-
hi and Cambridge.

His publications include ‘Critique of the Life-world’, ‘Sociological Theory and History’, and ‘Morality and
Law in the Discourse of Modernity’.

In 2006 he moved to Innsbruck University, Tyrol, Austria, for teaching and directing the BA and MA
courses of study in sociology and social and political theory under the Innsbruck School of Political
Science and Sociology.

In 2007 he has been elected chair of the Social Theory Research Network of the European Sociologi-
cal Association (ESA, www.social-theory.eu).

Major Research Interests

Sociological Theory, Philosophy and Methodology of Social Science
International Comparative Sociology
Norm, Law and Politics

Teaching Sociology and Social Theory; Cultural Globalization; Social Inequality

Curriculum vitae

born in Minchingen (n. Stuttgart); MA 1988 (Sociology, Philosophy, Psychology and Modern History); Dr.
phil. 1994; since 1988 Lecturer, since 1994 Assistant Professor, 2004-06 Associate Professor,
Department of Sociology, Albert-Ludwig University Freiburg, Germany.

2001-06 Founder & director, Global Studies Programme Freiburg-Durban-New Delhi
2006-present Department of Sociology, Innsbruck University; Director of Studies

Visiting Research Fellow: Cambridge, UK (2006); JNU New Delhi (2002); CIF, Bielefeld (1997/98); IISL,
Onati (1997-98); Harvard (1986).

Professional activities: Chair, Social Theory Research Network (RN29), European Sociological Asso-
ciation (since Nov. 2007)

Professional membership:ISA, ESA, ASA, DGS, OGS

Selected Honors and Awards: ‘Excellence in Teaching State Award of Baden-Wirttemberg 1999, Ministry
of Science, Research and Art, Stuttgart, Germany; ‘Top 10 International Master's Degree Courses
made in Germany’ Quality label awarded by Stifterverband fir die deutsche Wissenschaft (German
Science Association) & DAAD, Global Studies Programme Freiburg-Durban-New Delhi (2006);
BMW Group Award for Intercultural Learning (2005); Dr Wolfgang Heilmann-Prize for Human Use
of Information Technology (2000).
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« ‘The Critique of the Life-world: A Sociological Study of Edmund Husserl and Alfred Schutz’, Opladen:
Westdeutscher Verlag, 1996, 256 pages (in German).

Discussion: Michael Barber (2006), ‘Philosophy and reflection: A critique of Frank Welz's sociological and 'processual’
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» ‘Sociological Research and Teaching after the Digital Revolution’, Soziologie, Vol. 37, No. 1, 2008,
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